
In 2018, Star of Hope completed a strategic plan with input from 
their Board of Trustees, sta� , the member network of churches, 

and key ministry partners.  The result provided a clear roadmap 
for our role in holistic transformation in the cities we serve.   

Our 3 Priorities are: 

 Empowering Leaders 

 Emphasizing Christian Community Development 

 Expanding Our Capacity 

Since 2018, we’ve seen our resource initiatives, particularly our 
weekly food distribution, almost triple in just three years. Because 
we partner with local churches strategically planted in diverse 
neighborhoods, we know that these resources are being put to 
good use to help develop deeper relationships, and ultimately 
bring about neighborhood change.  Our plan is to continue this 
focus on church-based Christian Community Development. 

As we head into 2021, a growing part of our focus will be on 
Empowering Leaders through training, education, coaching, 
prayer, and partnership.  As it’s been said, “Everything rises 
and falls on LEADERSHIP.”  We believe the leaders we serve are 
often the glue that holds our neighborhoods together.  More 
well-trained, competent leaders in our neighborhoods means 
healthier, thriving communities.  Stay tuned for more through-
out the year as we move forward with our Leadership Develop-
ment initiatives.
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My Friends,

Why does my heart worry? 

There is sometimes a unique battle that takes place in my head 
where Biblical truths, which I know to be true, stand in contradic-
tion to how I think and feel. 

Fear and doubt often oppose the principles in God’s Word, and I 
� nd myself overly concerned that the problem is too signi� cant, 
the need is too great, or the task is too di�  cult. 

This is an internal con� ict that we all battle.  We know God is 
good (Ex. 34:6), that He is a father who rejoices in our steps in-
stead of dwelling on our failures (Matt. 7:11).  We know that God 
is a provider and that He has promised to supply our needs (Phil. 
4:19).  We believe that God is in control (Prov 19:21) and that He is 
working all things together for His ultimate glory (Rom. 8:28).  Yet, 
these truths are di�  cult to hold on to when life hands us mo-
ments, or years, of uncertainty. 

It is only as we remember God and His generations of faithful-
ness, and we cast our cares before Him, that we � nd the peace 
that is beyond all understanding. 

As I look back over 2020, I will choose to remember God’s great 
provision through His church.  I will remember the pastors and 
leaders we serve working as the compassionate hands and feet of 
our Father, blessing our neighbors in need.  

We must remember the love of God expressed through all of you, 
His church, through prayer, service, and sel� ess giving. 

As we remember, we must continue to push forward together in 
con� dence that God has greater things yet to do. 

In HIm, 

Pastor Matt Andersen 
Executive Director

$725,000
Resources

Distributed 

5,336
Volunteer Hours

Served by
237 Volunteers 

1,200
Backpacks & 

1,200 Toiletry Kits 
Provided to Students

41
Chromebook

Student Laptops & 
10 Desktop Teacher

Stations Given 

Food Relief
46,537

Grocery Kits Packed 
(More than 1,000,000 lbs. of food)

98,249
Meals Delivered 

16,827
Boxes of Food

Distributed 

1,827
Turkeys Given 

75
Member Network 

Churches/Organizations 
Served 

50+
Hours of Prayer Calls

Facilitated 

Food services will continue to be a great 
need throughout the new year. 

Leadership Development will be a primary 
focus as we seek to equip and empower our 
network Pastors and Leaders. 

STAR TEC and Jobs for Life training will be 
restarting and is already on a trajectory to 
grow beyond Star of Hope’s walls.

Our regular programming will continue to 
grow and serve our neighbors in Paterson, 
Newark, Willingboro, and beyond.
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REMEMBERING 2020

SERVING IN 2021


